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RIDE REPORT—SOUTH RUN 
We met at Loftus Oval as usual for this run. It was a small turn up of seven riders. 
The lack in quantity was made up for with quality. I was pleased to see some new 
(to me) bikes – Ian on his AJS and Ray on his Sunbeam. 
Due to road works in the Royal National Park we couldn’t ride through from the 
Audley entrance. So we democratically (as is the fashion these days) decided to 
enter the park at Waterfall and ride directly to Bald Hill – Stanwell Tops for a cup-
pa and a chat. The other option was a longer ride to Bundeena first and then to 
Bald Hill. Antony, our run organiser, had to leave early so that left the remaining 
six to return home three of us via the Old Princes Highway and three returning 
through the park via Waterfall. Luckily there were no breakdowns as our alternate 
routes would have complicated the backup. However I did lose the ability to 
change gears so had to stop at Engadine to adjust my clutch. I was able to get 
home with no dramas. 
I had a really pleasant morning riding on my Rudge through the park which is also 
my regular stomping ground, with the added benefit for me of being able to ride to 
and from the run. Thanks to Antony for organising the run and also to Con for driv-
ing the back up trailer. 
Ian Coulston (Story and photos) 

Having taken in the great views at Bald Hill on the South Run, riders enjoy chatting 
about bikes. 
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REPORT—VMCC ANNUAL RALLY  Mudgee, 6-8 November 
 
This year’s annual rally was something a lot of members were looking forward to. 
With the virus in the air, the rally was something that could help us forget in our 
brief weekend away. 

The rally was held in Mudgee, some-
where new for Harley and me.  Visit-
ing new places, as I’m sure is the 
same with other members, is one of 
the reasons that I love participating 
in the VMCC rallies. There is a good 
sense of adventure, often good local 
food and new and familiar friends. 
On Friday there was a short ride in 
the afternoon out to Steins Winery. 
Jacob Stein (3rd generation) gave us 
a brief overview of the winery and 
his grandfather, Robert 
Stein’s collect- 
ion of classic and Vintage motorcy-
cles. It is imperative when in Mudgee 
to visit a winery, and we managed to 
knock that off on the first  day.  Din-
ner was at the Lawson Park Hotel 
just down the road from the caravan 
park.  We had booked for 40 people 
but quickly exhausted our allocation. 

With a bit of musical chairs and help from the staff everyone was wined and 
dined. 

Sporty mid-
1920s AJS 
‘Big Port ‘ 
forms part of 
Robert 
Stein’s col-
lection. 

New member Ray Gosling 
on his 1935 Sunbeam 350cc  
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Saturday morning began with a gathering at 9am to head off to Rylstone, includ-
ing a coffee stop at the Lue Hotel along the way.  With my Rudge only being a 
single seater, alternative transport for my partner Harley had to be found. We 
were lucky enough to spot Don Liddle on his shiny red OHV Harley Davidson with 
an empty sidecar. Harley saddled up with no hesitation at being offered a chance 
to sit in the comfy chair of the big red Harley. 

My Rudge Special cruised 
along quite well, only need-
ing a few short strides to 
bump-start it into life, the 
Rudge is probably the most 
reliable and most enjoyable 
bike I have. 
The pub in Lue had an ex-
pansive beer garden out 
the back where several of 
us could relax and chew 
the fat with one another 
whilst comfortably distanc-
ing. The weather, luckily, 
wasn’t too hot and there 
was a nice spring breeze – 
perfect tea drinking weath-
er. 

The roads to Rylstone were scenic, with some good bends and climbs to test out 
our old machines.  Charles Blades’ newly restored Rudge TT rep was a sight to 
see. Followed closely behind by Greg Blades on his Norton Inter. Upon entering 
the town, girder fork bikes amassed down the central parking strip of the main 
street. As it goes with these sort of gatherings, we stirred a fair amount of interest 
from the locals who were milling about, and gave them the chance to check out 
the bikes while the ravenous riders made their way into nearby pubs and cafes. 
We found a great café just out of the centre that was relatively empty, after being 
asked to move on from another that was over capacity. 
 

Success! Hans wasn’t the only rider having trouble with 
their bike at Stein’s Winery.  Peter Lakeman with Sue 
Goodwin and Amanda Lakeman after repairing the M20. 

Matt starting his 1937 Rudge 
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Our departure was made 
via the same road back to 
Mudgee after checking out 
some of the historical 
buildings - an interesting 
one being the old flour mill 
and its tragic story: 
On the morning of Satur-
day June 3, 1893 a boiler 
being operated at the 
Steam Roller Flour Mill in 
Rylstone exploded. Two 
people were killed Mrs 
Purvis, who was in an ad-
jacent building and was 
driven into the wall of the 
building she was in, was 
killed instantly, and Mr 
Abbott the fireman in the engine room of the mill was thrown forty yards through 
two fences. Mr Abbott’s waistcoat was found hanging from a tree some distance 
further away. Several others were injured: three children in the building with Mrs 
Purvis, and store assistant Mr Mitchell. 
(Reference:  Explosion in a flour mill, 1893. http://www.rdhswiki.com/page Steam+Roller+ 
Flour+Mill) 
 

  

In Rylestone’s main 
street, out side the ex-
ploding flour mill. 

Beaut old buildings at Lue. 
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Dinner on the Saturday night was held at the Club Mudgee. The game of ‘Guess 
the Item’ hosted by Antony Gullick was something fresh and got chins wagging as 
to what several of the bike parts or garage items could be. There were a couple of 
other obscurities thrown in the mix to stump players. The ‘glass horn’ turned out to 
actually be a vintage breast milk pump… Never seen one of those in the garage! 
Sunday morning saw us again gathering at 9am to head out to Gulgong. The 
roads included the thrill of a couple of water crossings and large pot holes. I’m not 
sure about everyone else, but I do love a good obstacle! 
All bikes and riders made it to Gulgong, albeit a little more wet and rattled from 
when the ride started.  Some punters made their way into the Pioneers Museum 
and people tell me that it is well worth a visit.  Harley and I opted to head off short-
ly after arriving in Gulgong to get packed and make our way back to Sydney. 
I’d like to thank the VMCC Committee for once again organising the annual rally, 
especially with the circumstances as they were, and the Gulgong club, for volun-
teering their trailer and time to run the backup (Alex Lithgow) and marshall the 
corners. 
Matt Goodwin 
Photos: Matt Good-
win, Hans 
Sprangers, Brad 
Martin, Graham 
Goodwin 

Greg Blades’ Norton Inter at Lue 
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INSPECTION DAY—Silverwater Park 
Pleasant weather greeted us for the annual Inspection day that includes present-
ing the awards for the year followed by a fine lunch. Some problems with Parra-
matta Council regarding access left things a little uncertain in the lead-up to the 

event, but as it turned out the 
gate and toilets were un-
locked.  Hans had a COVID-
19 plan at the ready including 
hand sanitiser, the dispenser 
pump being handled expertly 
by Ian.   
There was drama when the 
hot water urn failed to ignite.  
A mercy dash to the local 
Bunnings for a new regulator 
fixed it and tea & coffee was 
soon available. 
There were very few bikes to 
inspect this year however, 
there was a healthy attend-
ance of VMCC members.  Our 

Registration Officer the evergreen Col Everingham (above) came well prepared 
with mask and all the necessary records and paperwork. 
Laurie had all the trophies polished up and looking splendid.  President Hans 
gave a little speech before presenting the trophies.  
On cue, our favourite chicken-man, Brian arrived with the juicy BBQ chicken piec-
es.  Gail Scott had prepared a fabulous selection of salads that  helpers served to 
the steady line of hungry members. 
Everyone enjoyed the day.  Thank you to everyone that came along and contribut-
ed to make it another great day. 
VMCC Awards 2020:  
Phillip Powell, Jack Borradale Tro-
phy, winner of Borradale timed 
event 
Sil Losito, Arthur Payne Trophy, 
most consistent use of military ma-
chine; 
Mark Turnbull, Paddy Ryan Trophy, 
best bike of the Annual Rally  
Rob Woolley, Best veteran at Annu-
al Rally 
Charles Blades, best post vintage 
at Annual Rally.  

Best Vintage—not awarded 
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Catering Team. L-R: Mary Key, Gail Scott, Heather Wright,  Mary Powell. 

Phillip with the Jack Borradale ’gong’..  Sil won the Arthur Payne trophy. 


