
VM CC 50th Bathurst Tour Sunday 13 
A pri l  ? Sunday 20th A pri l  2025          

H ans Spr anger s

T h is year  was the 50 th  r un  of  the Bathur st  tour  wh ich  had i ts hum ble 
beginn ings in  1975. T he f i r st  r un  was held  over  two days on  Easter  Saturday 
and Sunday and was or gan ised by D on  L idd le. H e and h is w i fe Col leen  kep t 
on  or gan ising th is even t for  40  year s !

Accord ing to D on  for  m any year s the par t i cipan ts m ost ly  cam ped on  the 
f ield  beh ind  what i s now the v isi tor s cen tre. D on  has kep t al l  en tr y  records 
over  the for ty  year s. Below is a l i st  of  the 40  par t i cipan ts in  1975. 

Two of  the or iginal  par t i cipan ts were st i l l  r id ing on  th is 50 th  tour . D on  
L idd le r id ing now h is blue H ar ley outf i t . T he other  f i r st  t im er  i s Rob 
W ool ley who in  1975 rode h is 1928  Tr ium ph . Am azingly  Rob st i l l  r ides the 
ver y sam e Tr ium ph  on  th is r al ly. See h im  going in  sty le under  the r ai lway 
br idge fol lowed by som e less at t r act ive m ach iner y? ..

Photo Rob W ool ley on  1928 Tr ium ph



I n  add i t ion  to par t i cipat ing for  50  year s, Rob and h is crew of  lad ies has also 
or gan ised a tea stop  at  the Carcoar  D am  for  the last  30  year s on  the 
W ednesday. I n  the ear ly  year s hom em ade scones , cof fee and tea and in  
later  year s H otcross buns.  

T he r un  in  1975 was for  bikes 30  year s and older . You w i l l  see on  the l i st  that  
al l  par t i cipan t bikes were f rom  before W W I I . T he cut-of f  date for  en tr ies 
was over  the year s kep t at  30  year s . Al though  I  m anaged to hold  the cut-of f  
date the last  few year s at  1990 . T here is an  ar gum en t to let  younger  bikes 
en ter  i s that  som e older  r ider s cannot m anage a gi rder for k bike any longer. 





So st i l l  be able to par t i cipate now som e r ide a m oder n  bike. 

W e had a record  num ber  of  170  en tr ies th is jubi lee year. M ore than  in  the 
last  10  year. But the last  tour  or gan ised by D on  L idd le had 235 en tr ies. 
Un for tunaly  I  spotted  sever al  ?un registered? par t i cipan ts so we m igh t aswel l  
had m ore than  20 0  par t i cipan ts ?? Peop le being reluctan t to pay the en tr y  
fee and not real i sing that i t  actual ly  cost  m oney to or gan ise these even t. 

W i th  the sh i f t  in  year  of  m anufacture of  the bikes , the even t has lost  i ts 
relevance for  the VM CC. Plus we have r un  out of  volun teer s w i l l ing to 
or gan ise i t  . W e also considered m oving the en tr y  date to bikes f rom  1970  
and older . But the even t has such  a fol low ing that would  be r ude to m any 
?old t im er s? to put a l im i t  on . T he Com m i t tee has therefor  sough t a solu t ion  
for  the tour  away f rom  the VM CC. I ts i s real ly  a ?Classic M otorcycle Club? 
even t and not a Gi rder for k tour  any longer. But none of  the Classic 
M otorcycle Clubs I  approached were w i l l ing to take i t  on .

L uck i ly  we have had the suppor t  of  a num ber  of  helper s in  the last  few 
year s. D on  Sinclai r  and Peter  Robinson  who or gan ised routes, lunch  stops 
and backups. Clyde I k in  who d id  the en tr ies th is year . And peop le l i ke Rick 
N abkey who m akes the H appy H our  happen . 

W e are for tunate that  Jim  Scaysbrook has now volun teered to m anage the 
Tour  for ward . N o doubt changes w i l l  be m ade . And they need to be m ade 
i f  on ly  to m i t igate the cost of  the even t H ead Q uar ter  cabin . 



To m ar k the occasion  of  the Jubi lee we had or gan ised the aud i tor ium  at the 
Bathur st  RSL  were the Jubi lee d inner  was held . W e packed the hal l  f u l l  w i th  
m ore than  20 0  d iner s. I t  was pay as you go and desp i te the l ines the RSL  
d id  a great job gett ing the m eals com e th rough  qu ick ly  . Ever yone en joyed 
a good m eal  aswel l .

W h i lst  wai t ing for  a m eal  and the p resen tat ion  hour, An tony Gul l i ck 
showed som e h istor ic photo?s and a ser ies of  photo?s of  the week?s 
par t i cipan ts. (cour tesy of  Jim  Scaysbrook)

D on  Sinclai r  had m anaged to get the m ayor  of  Bathur st  to p resen t som e 
awards. 

T he m ayor  Rober t  Tay lor  spoke som e words about h is involvem en t of  the 
m otorcycle spor t  and then  p resen ted  ?Fr iends of  the Bathur st  Tour ? 
awards to:

D on  L idd le , Rob W ool ley ,D on  Sinclai r , Peter  Robinson  and the N ewCast le 
club for  putt ing on  the Tast ie Ter r ier s lunch  over  m any year s. 

Un for tunately  L ee W r igh t was unable to at tend but he and Gr aham  Froud 
or gan ised f ive year s of  the tour  between  20 15 and 20 20 . T hey have put in  a 
lot  of  ef for t  over  the year s.

Because of  the lar ge num ber  of  en tr ies th is year  we m anaged to r un  a 
sur p lus of  f unds. T h is m ade i t  possible to donate $ 150 0  to L i fe L ine 



Cen tr al  W est in  wh ich  Steph  Robinson  is the CEO .

T h is Tour  has been  the p rem ier  even t for  the VM CC in  the last  50  year s. 
T h is year  again  ever y par t i cipan t en joyed a wonder fu l  num ber  of  days 
r id ing in  the beaut i f u l  sur rounds of  Bathur st . T he weather  was br i l l i an t  , 
the routes chal lenging for  older  bikes.

D ue to a develop ing unsafe si tuat ion  at  the t r ad i t ional  star t  at  Ashm ore 
D r ive,  we had to change the star t  to the par k ing area of  the spor t  f ields in  
H ereford  street. Am ple of  space for  t r ai ler s and bikes.  But being Counci l  
ground we probably  would  have needed to app ly  for  a per m i t . T he cof fee 
van  had to be on  the spor t  f ield  side of  the fence as she d id  not have a 
per m i t  !

I  was p r iv i leged to hav ing or gan ised the last  f ive year s of  the tour  and 
m anaged to get the suppor t  of  m ore volun teer s. But i t  i s t im e to pass the 
baton .

See you next year  on  the 51st Bathur st  Tour.

Photo?s of  the Tour  par t i cipan ts


